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Italdesign Giugiaro faces a second exploration of the American
muscle car with a Ford Mustang of the future. Exhibited at the 2006
November Greater Los Angeles Auto Show, the Mustang by
Giugiaro concept was developed and carried out under the direction
of Fabrizio Giugiaro, Styling Area Director of the Company. The first
leg of this journey among the icons of the American auto industry
was the Chevrolet Corvette Moray that came out in March 2003, a
car with a very futuristic design, and only a few echoes of the
formal language of the Corvette, that could be seen in particular on
the front and rear. The Mustang by Giugiaro concept, however, is a
much more contemporary remake of Ford’s pony car, a popular
sports concept invented by Lee Iacocca in 1964 and still attractive
over 40 years later.

“With our concept cars, pure exercises in style that we present at
the major international auto shows, we try to show the automotive
world our ability to interpret models that reflect the history and
image of the brand, changing the geographic area of our proposals

from time to time”, explains Fabrizio.
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The idea of going back to explore the world of famous American
cars had been in Fabrizio Giugiaro’s mind for some time, and he
had already discussed it with J. Mays, group vice president of
Design and Chief Creative Officer of Ford Motor Company, early in
2005. Mays urged Fabrizio to work on the Mustang design study,
with a proposal that had to be realistic in terms of the exterior
design but could be absolutely free as regards the interiors. The
design work for what would become the Mustang by Giugiaro
concept got under way in March 2005 and was entirely carried out
in virtual mode. Some months later a full scale styrofoam model
was cut, then painted orange. This model was taken in the strictest
secrecy to California where, in an event reserved for a very select
few, on the sidelines of the Concours d’Elegance in Pebble Beach in
mid-August 2005, Mays showed it to his guests. That preview led to
three decisions that changed the development of the Mustang by
Giugiaro concept project.

“Although the width of our 1:1 model was the same as the
production version of the Mustang, 74,015” (1.88 m), we achieved
this using a wider wheelbase in the rear, typical of Italian design.
The Americans considered that the overall rear end view appeared
too narrow for a Mustang so, with Mays, we decided to make the

whole car wider”.

This change added 1,18” (30 mm) to the front width that, with a
wedge-like action, increases gradually towards the rear which is
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timed Los Angeles Auto Show America’s most enthusiastic
performance and muscle car market where Mustang by Giugiaro
could be right at home.

The full-scale styrofoam painted model completed in July 2005 had
a radiator grid with a rectangular design similar to that of the
production car, but the prototype - on which construction began in
August of last year - features a grid where the holes are in the
shape of racing horses symbolic of the Mustang. Fabrizio is satisfied
with the design of the exterior that, in addition to the wider body
requested by Mays, in the passage to the performing prototype
underwent only a few retouches, such as the line of the bevel along
the lower edge of the front bumpers.

“I find it has the shape of a real Mustang, though different in
proportion because, with respect to the production car, that has a
third clearly identified volume, here the trunk is barely visible, with

a side view that is much more like a fastback”.

The view of the Mustang by Giugiaro concept that its creator likes
the best is the three-quarter rear view from above, where the
modelling can be clearly seen in the crest of the fender that sweeps
up with a visible curl, just a hint of the tail fins that were all the
rage during the Fifties. The tail light, in three separate elements, is
a return to the origins, taking up the theme of the first Mustang,
the 1964 version, but reinterpreting it in an arrow shape, with a

larger external element and a smaller internal one. This arrow
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